
Event highlights
‘Little Boney’ or Napoleon le Grand?
Tue 24 Feb, 13.15, Room 90
A gallery talk by Sheila O’Connell,  
British Museum.
Free, just drop in

Song and satire: an evening’s 
balladry for Bonaparte and  
the British
Fri 6 Mar, 18.30, Room 90
Listen (and sing along) to an eclectic 
selection of songs from the Napoleonic 
Wars performed by academics, 
historians and folk musicians.
Free, just drop in, limited seating

Performing Napoleon:  
Regency toy theatre show
Fri 13 Mar, 18.30–20.00, Room 90
See Regency-era toy theatre 
productions, with live music.
Free, just drop in, limited seating

British admirers of Napoleon
Tue 24 Mar, 13.15, Room 90
A gallery talk by Sheila O’Connell,
British Museum.
Free, just drop in

Wellington and the French:  
a family view
Thu 30 Apr, 13.30, BP Lecture Theatre
Lady Jane Wellesley, writer and 
descendant of the Duke of Wellington, 
explores his complex relationship with 
France and the French.
Free, booking essential

Napoleon the Great
Fri 19 Jun, 18.30, BP Lecture Theatre
Historian and writer Andrew Roberts 
talks on Napoleon featuring some of his 
research for his new biography.
£5, Members/concessions £3

Waterloo
Fri 26 Jun, 18.30, BP Lecture Theatre
Co-Curator of the exhibition Tim 
Clayton talks about the difficulty of 
discovering the truth about the Battle  
of Waterloo.
Free, booking essential

Book at britishmuseum.org/events

Find out more

Catalogue
 

The accompanying catalogue, 
Bonaparte and the British: prints and 
propaganda in the age of Napoleon  
by Tim Clayton and Sheila O’Connell, 
is available from the Museum shops 
or britishmuseum.org/shop

Join in online
#BonaparteAndTheBritish

Find out more about the  
Museum’s collection at 
britishmuseum.org/collection

Next in Room 90
The next exhibition in Room 90 
will be Drawing in silver and gold: 
Leonardo to Jasper Johns 
(10 September – 6 December 2015).
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Bonaparte and the British is a richly illustrated 
catalogue accompanying a major British Museum 
exhibition to mark the 200th anniversary of the Battle 
of Waterloo. Waterloo was one of the most decisive 
battles ever fought. It was also a crucial event in 
European political and social history, ending over 
twenty years of conflict and bringing to his knees 
one of Europe’s most extraordinary and challenging 
figures – Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821). 

The prints included focus on contemporary 
propaganda attacking or supporting Bonaparte 
produced on both sides of the English Channel. 
Featuring works from the British Museum’s world-
renowned collection, this intriguing book reveals how 
Napoleon’s formidable career coincided with the peak 
of political satire as an art form. Including examples 
by the greatest masters of the genre – James Gillray, 
Thomas Rowlandson, Richard Newton and George 
Cruikshank – the authors examine in detail these 
comic and fascinating prints. 

The print trade had already made the work of 
contemporary British artists familiar internationally. 
Continental collectors devoured the products of 
London publishers and artists across Europe were 
inspired by British satires. The range and depth of the 
Museum’s collection allows the satirical printmakers’ 
approach to be compared with that of portraitists and 
others who tended to represent a more sober view  
of Napoleon. 

Beginning with portraits of the handsome young 
general, through to the resplendent Emperor, and 
ending with the cast of his death mask and other 
memorabilia acquired by British admirers, this book 
explores the crucial events of Bonaparte’s career. 
Bonaparte and the British investigates the stories 
behind the prints, explaining how satire was used 
as propaganda and how the artists worked. With 
stunning illustrations showing the intricately detailed 
prints in full colour this book brings to life a key 
period in European history. 

With over 200 illustrations

Tim Clayton is the award-winning author  
of a number of books on naval and military history, 
a specialist in long eighteenth-century history and 
culture, an expert in English prints and a leading 
authority on the print trade in the eighteenth century. 
Previous publications include Waterloo: Four Days 
that Changed Europe’s Destiny, The English Print 
1688–1802, Trafalgar: the Men, the Battle, the Storm 
and Tars.

Sheila O’Connell is curator of British prints before 
1880 at the British Museum. She is a leading 
specialist in the eighteenth-century print trade, 
particularly the career of William Hogarth and British 
popular prints and satires. Previous publications 
include: London 1753 and The Popular Print in 
England. 

Also available from The British Museum Press: 

Prints and Printmaking 
Antony Griffiths 
978-0-7141-2608-1

Master Prints Close-Up 
Paul Goldman 
978-0-7141-2679-1

Looking at Prints, Drawings and Watercolours 
Paul Goldman 
978-0-7141-2649-4

For a list of British Museum Press titles, write to:

The Marketing Department
The British Museum Press
38 Russell Square, London WC1B 3QQ
publicity@britishmuseum.co.uk
britishmuseum.org/publishing

£25

Cover illustrations:
Front: The plumb-pudding in danger, James Gillray, 1805,  
see cat. 89.
Back: N Bonaparte, Francesco Bartolozzi after Andrea Appiani, 
1802, see cat. 40.


